
Connecticut Bridge Formula

L = DISTANCE IN FEET BETWEEN THE EXTREMES OF ANY GROUP OF TWO OR MORE CONSECUTIVE AXLES.
N = NUMBER OF AXLES IN ANY GROUP UNDER CONSIDERATION.
W = MAXIMUM WEIGHT IN POUNDS CARRIED ON ANY GROUP OF TWO OR MORE AXLES COMPUTED TO THE NEAREST 500
        POUNDS.
DISTANCE IN FEET BE-           MAXIMUM LOAD IN POUNDS CARRIED ON ANY GROUP OF 2 OR MORE CONSECUTIVE AXLES.
TWEEN THE EXTREMES
OF ANY GROUP OF 2 OR
MORE CONSECUTIVE
AXLES     2 AXLES          3 AXLES         4 AXLES          5 AXLES           6 AXLES          7 AXLES
 4 36,000
 5 36,000
 6 36,000
 7 36,000
 8 36,000 42,000
 9 39,000 42,500
10 40,000 43,500
11 44,000
12 45,000 50,000
13 45,500 50,500
14 46,500 51,500
15 47,000 52,000
16 48,000 52,500 58,000
17 48,500 53,500 58,500
18 49,500 54,000 59,000
19 50,000 54,500 60,000
20 51,000 55,500 60,500 66,000
21 51,500 56,000 61,000 66,500
22 52,500 56,500 61,500 67,000
23 53,000 57,500 62,500 68,000
24 54,000 58,000 63,000 68,500 74,000
25 54,500 58,500 64,500 69,000 74,500
26 55,500 59,500 65,000 69,500 75,000
27 56,000 60,000 65,000 70,000 75,500
28 57,000 60,500 65,500 71,000 76,500
29 57,500 61,500 66,000 71,500 77,000
30 58,500 62,000 66,500 72,000 77,500
31 59,000 62,500 67,500 72,500 78,000
32 60,000 63,500 68,000 73,000 78,500
33 64,000 68,500 74,000 79,000
34 64,500 69,000 74,500 80,000
35 65,500 70,000 75,000
36 66,000 70,500 75,500
37 66,500 71,000 76,000
38 67,500 72,000 77,000
39 68,000 72,500 77,500
40 68,500 73,000 78,000
41 69,500 73,500 78,500
42 70,000 74,000 79,000
43 70,500 75,000 80,000
44 71,500 75,500
45 72,000 76,000
46 72,500 76,500
47 73,500 77,500
48 74,000 78,000
49 74,500 78,500
50 75,500 79,000
51 76,000 80,000
52 76,500
53 77,500
54 78,000
55 78,500
56 79,500
57 80,000



STATE OF CONNECTICUT
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

2800 BERLIN TURNPIKE, P. O. BOX 317546
NEWINGTON, CONNECTICUT 06131-7546

Phone  (860)594-2880
    Fax  (860)594-2949

COMMERCIAL VEHICLE LIMITS IN CONNECTICUT

(1) The Motor Vehicle Department issues registrations with a gross weight in accordance with the number of axles.
Distribution of the weight, per axle, is the responsibility of the owner/lessor operator of the vehicle.

(2) In all cases the weight on any single axle is not to exceed 22,400 pounds or in the case of axles spaced less than
six (6) feet apart, 18,000 pounds per axle.

A. Maximum G.V.W. 26,000 pounds solid tires only; no axle weight restrictions.
B. Maximum G.V.W. 32,000 pounds pneumatic tires; no axle weight

restrictions.
C. Maximum G.V.W. 36,000 pounds with axle weights limited to 18,000

pounds.
D. Maximum G.V.W. 40,000 pounds provided the wheelbase requirements of

Federal Bridge Formula are met.

A. Maximum G.V.W. 40,000 pounds 4-wheel construction vehicles only
operating within 25 miles of construction site.

A. Maximum G.V.W. 53,800 pounds.
B. Maximum G.V.W. 60,000 pounds provided the wheelbase requirements of

Federal Bridge Formula are met.

A. Maximum G.V.W. 67,400 pounds if the wheelbase is less than 28 feet.
B. Maximum G.V.W. 73,000 pounds if the wheelbase is 28 feet or more.

A. Maximum G.V.W. 73,000 pounds when the vehicle is engaged in
construction work, transporting material or equipment to a construction
project.

A. Maximum G.V.W. 58,400 pounds combination vehicle.
B. Maximum G.V.W. 60,000 pounds combination vehicle, provided the

wheelbase requirements of Federal Bridge Formula are met.

A. Maximum G.V.W. 67,400 pounds if wheelbase is less than 28 feet.
B. Maximum G.V.W. 73,000 pounds if wheelbase is 28 feet or more.

A. Maximum G.V.W. 73,000 pounds.
B. Maximum G.V.W. 80,000 pounds provided the wheelbase requirements of

Federal Bridge Formula are met.
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POLICY FOR TRANSPORTING MOBILE, MODULAR OR SECTIONAL HOUSING

In addition to the normal policies of transporting oversize loads, the following restrictions are required
when transporting mobile, modular or sectional housing on Connecticut  highways.  Transporters  failing to
comply with these restrictions will be denied future permits.  These restrictions pertain to all mobile, modular or
sectional housing units where the overall width exceeds twelve feet, to a maximum width of fourteen feet.

RESTRICTIONS
1. Maximum width (14’) fourteen feet.  This fourteen foot width includes all roof overhangs, sills, knobs and

siding.
 
2. Maximum height (13’6”) thirteen feet six inches.
 
3. Maximum length (85’) eighty-five feet, except that (90’) ninety feet is permitted when the towed unit does

not exceed (66’) sixty-six feet in length excluding the hitch.
 
4. Gross vehicle weight not to exceed legal limits.
 
5. Travel for all manufactured housing is restricted to daylight hours, Monday through Friday.  No moves will

be permitted during peak hours 6:30 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
 
6. Limited access and divided highways will be used, regardless of the distance traveled for both in-state and

through-state moves.
 
7. Travel on multi-lane highways shall be on the right-hand lanes with overhang on the shoulder.
 
8. Convoy style hauling is not permitted.  A maximum distance of 200 yards between vehicles is required.
 
9. No moves are permitted during adverse road conditions, inclement weather or excessive winds.
 
10. Escort vehicles are required, both front and rear.
 
11. Escort vehicles shall be properly signed and equipped with flashing amber lights mounted on the roof of the

vehicle.  Permits to display these lights may be obtained by applying to the Connecticut Motor Vehicle
Department, Driver Licensing Division, Wethersfield, Connecticut 06109 or by telephone (860)566-7901.

 
12. All escort vehicles and transporter shall be in constant communication with each other via radio, CB, walkie-

talkie, etc.
 
13. The towing vehicle shall have a minimum manufacturer’s gross vehicle weight rating of 10,000 pounds and

shall have dual wheels on the drive axle.  All towing features shall conform to ICC requirements.

14. The brakes on the towing vehicle shall conform to the requirements of Section 14-80a of the Connecticut
General Statutes  and the brakes on the mobile home shall conform to Section 14-81 of the Connecticut
General Statutes.
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VEHICLE SIZE AND WEIGHT LIMITATIONS 
 
 Vehicle operations in the State o f Connecticut must comply with size and weight limitations cited in the 
Connecticut General Statutes, Sections 14-261, 14-261a, 14-262, 14-264, 14-267a, 14-269, and 14-270, as amended. 
 

SIZE LIMITS 
 

LENGTHS INCLUDES LOAD 
Single unit vehicle 45 feet.  
Tractor and a 48’ semitrailer combination, no overall length limits, trailers are limited to 48 feet in length.  
 

RESTRICTED TO THE DESIGNATED HIGHWAY SYSTEM 
Tractor and a twin 28’ trailer combination, no overall length limit, trailers are limited to 28 feet in l ength. 
Tractor and a 53’ semitrailer combination, no overall length limits, semitrailer limited to 53 feet in 
length.  Distance between the kingpin and the center of the rearmost axle on the semitrailer not to 
exceed of 43 feet. 
 

WEIGHT LIMITS 
 
Width - 102.37 inches   Height - 13 feet 6 inches 
Maximum Weight Practicable - 80,000 pounds on 5 axles with 51-feet between the first and last axle.  
Axle Weights - Axles spaced less than 6 feet apart 18,000 pounds per axle or axles spaced 6 feet or greater 22,400 

pounds per axle.  
Tires - Load per inch width of tire 600 pounds maximum.  
Single Unit - 2-axle vehicle 32,000 pounds, 36,000 pounds when axle weight does not exceed 18,000 pounds or 

40,000 pounds when the wheelbase is 10 feet or more; 3 -axle vehicle 53,800 pounds: 4-axle vehicle 
67,400 pounds or 73,000 pounds permitted when the distance between the first and last axle is 28 feet 
or more: 5-axle vehicle 73,000 pounds.  

Tractor Semitrailer - 3-axle combination 58,400 pounds: 4 -axle combination 67,400 pounds, if wh eelbase is 28 
feet or more 73,000 pounds: 5 or more axle combination 73,000 pounds.  

Gross Vehicle Weights Over 73,000 pounds - A maximum gross weight of 80,000 pounds is allowed when all the 
requirements of the Federal Bridge Formula are met.  

 
 
PERMIT PROCEDURES FOR OVERSIZE/OVERWEIGHT VEHICLES 
  
 The Department of Transportation is authorized to issue size and weight permits on a per trip basis during 
daylight hours for a three -day period.  The State’s base permit fee is $23.00 with an additional $3.00 cha rge when 
permits are sent via facsimile equipment; there is also an additional permit service fee.  Applications for a permit 
may be made by telephoning 860 -594-2880, in person or by letter to the attention of the Motor Transport Services 
Section at the address shown above.  All applications must provide the following information: date, origin, 
destination, routes to be traveled, overall height, overall length, overall width, gross weight, number of axles, 
description of load and the registration number of each vehicle.  
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OVERSIZE/OVERWEIGHT PERMIT RESTRICTIONS SUMMARY

VEHICLE

Signs - Minimum 7 feet long, 18 inch high, black letters minimum 1 inch wide, 8 inches minimum height on a
yellow background.

Flags - 18 inch square, red flags at four corners and/or widest points.

Vehicle and Load 10 feet or wider - Signs and flags front and rear at four corners and/or widest points.

Flashing Lights - Required on transporter and escort, top mounted amber light visible from a distance of not less
than 1,000 feet.

Vehicle and Load over 8 feet 6 inch wide - Flags required at four corners and/or widest points.

ESCORTS

Over Width Loads - Over 12 feet wide one rear escort, front and rear escorts required on undivided highways:
13 feet  6 inch and wider, one front and one rear escort; 15 feet to 16 feet (maximum permitted) one front and
two rear escorts.

Over Height Loads - Over 14 feet high one front escort.

Over Length Loads - Over 80 feet: one rear escort on undivided highways; over 100 feet one rear escort, front
and rear escorts on undivided highways; 120 feet and over front and rear escorts required.

Mobile or Modular Homes - Over 10 feet wide one rear escort required and front and rear on undivided
highways; over 12 feet wide front and rear escorts required.

Escort Vehicle Size - Minimum width 60 inches maximum capacity 1-1/2 ton.

Communications - Two-way radio communication between pilot car(s) and transporter is required.

TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS

Loads 13 feet 6 inch or wider and over 14 feet high, 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
only.

Mobile or Modular Homes - Monday - Friday No moves permitted between the hours of 6:30 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.
and 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Mobile Truck Cranes - Legal size but overweight Monday - Friday daylight hours.  Oversize and Overweight
daylight hours Monday - Friday, no moves permitted between the hours of 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
to 6:00 p.m.
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VEHICLE SIZE AND WEIGHT LIMITATIONS

MAXIMUM G.V.W. = 80,000 POUNDS (51’ MINIMUM)

Vehicle operations in the State of Connecticut must comply with size and weight limitations cited in the
Connecticut General Statutes, 14-261, 14-261a, 14-262, 14-264, 14-267a, 14-269, and 14-270 as amended.

SIZE LIMITS
LENGTH-(Including Load)- Single unit vehicle 45 feet: tractor semi-trailer combination, no overall
length limit, semi-trailer limited to 48 feet:  RESTRICTED TO THE DESIGNATED HIGHWAY
SYSTEM tractor multi-trailer combination, no overall length limit, trailers limited to 28 feet in length.
Tractor semi-trailer combination, no overall length limit, semi-trailer limited to 53 feet, a maximum
distance between the kingpin and the center of the rearmost axle of 43 feet.

WEIGHT LIMITS
MAXIMUM WEIGHT PRACTICABLE - 80,000 pounds

TANDEM AXLES - (LESS THAN 6 FEET APART) 18,000 pounds per axle.

TIRES - load per inch width of tire 600 pounds maximum.

GROSS AXLE WEIGHTS - 22,400 pounds - If axles are spaced less than 6 feet apart 18,000 pounds.
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BE CAREFUL LOADING YOUR TRUCKS FINES ARE VERY COSTLY!

Ever wonder how an overweight ticket results in such a large fine?  Don’t blame the police officer, the fine
schedule is set up by State statute and the courts.  The following information should help you understand how
fines are computed.

OVERWEIGHT PENALTIES

Fines for overweight violations will be based on the percentage of overweight for all commercial vehicles:
      Up to  5% overweight  -     $3.00 per 100 lbs.

From   5% to 10% overweight  -    $5.00 per 100 lbs. or     $50 minimum
From 10% to 15% overweight  -    $6.00 per 100 lbs. or   $100 minimum
From 15% to 20% overweight  -    $7.00 per 100 lbs. or   $200 minimum
From 20% to 25% overweight  -  $10.00 per 100 lbs. or   $300 minimum
From 25% to 30% overweight  -  $12.00 per 100 lbs. or   $500 minimum

    Over 30% overweight  -  $15.00 per 100 lbs. or $1000 minimum

In addition to the above schedule there is an additional 50% surcharge called “Infrastructure fine” that
went into effect October 1, 1989.  It will increase the base fine, whatever it is, by 50%.  To complete the penalty,
there is a 12.5% court cost on top of the original fine (not on the added infrastructure fine).

The following examples of violations and resulting fines should help you understand how an overweight
ticket can become so expensive:

(1)  A truck registered for 73,000 pounds is scaled and weighs 77,500 pounds.  The truck is 4,500 pounds
overweight.  Four thousand five hundred pounds overweight is 6.2% over the registered weight.  The
percentage overweight is between 5% and 10% and a $5.00 per 100 pounds fine is assessed.  Your base
fine is ($5x45) = $225.  A 50% infrastructure fine is now applied to the base fine (50% of $225) =
$112.50.  Also a 12.5% court cost is applied to the base fine (12.5% of $225) = $28.13.  The total fine is
$225 + $112.50 + $28.13 = $365.63 rounded up to $366.00

 
(2)  On your typical tri-axle dump truck registered for 73,000 pounds is scaled and weighs 72,000 pounds, the

gross weight on the scales is 72,000 pounds, but your tandem axles weigh 44,000 pounds.  Based on the
statutory limit of 36,000 pounds for tandem axles, the axles are 8,000 pounds overweight.  Eight thousand
pounds overweight is 22.2% over the statutory weight.  The percentage overweight is between 20% and
25% and a $10.00 per 100 pounds fine is assessed.  Your base fine is ($10x80) = $800.  A 50%
infrastructure fine is now applied to the base fine (50% of $800) = $400.  Also a 12.5% court cost is
applied to the base fine (12.5% of $800) = $100.  The total fine is $800 + $400 + $100 = $1,300.

On top of all this, if you suffer 4 overweight penalties in excess of 15% during any calendar year there shall be
assessed by the courts an additional $10,000 fine for the fourth violation and an additional $5,000 fine for each
subsequent overweight violation in excess of 15% in such calendar year.


